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SUBJECT: Trip to Southeast Asia for Par Bast Staff Yember

1. I would 1iks to rscommerd that a member of the Far sash Staff
{possibly with a Board Mamber) meke a trip to Southeest Asia at an
early date., This trip world be aporoximstely eight weels duration.

2. I belisve that such a trip would prove extrensly valusble to
O/NE and CIA for the fdllowing reasonss

a. Although a1l members of the Far Zast Staff have spent
some time in China, Japan and Kerea, the staff has had
1ittle actual experiense in countries of Southeast Asia,
While a trip of the type envisioned would nob provide
significant srea experience, as such, it is believed
that, if properly organized, it would give a membes of
tho staf? an opportunity to telk to U8 officials and

(- key local personages and to acquire scme direct

familiaxity with the area.

b. The situation in Southeast Asia appears to be undergoing
" jmportant changes from the point of view of US security -

interests. There is evidence of an improved security
situstion in the Puilippines and Buris and 2 deteriorating
situation in Thallandy new govermments have been estabe
1ished in Indomesia, Indochina, snd Burma, and a new
administration has been set up in Malaya. There are
several NIE's desling with Southezst Asia underway or ,
plonned (e.g. NMELT, 35/2, and a new estimate due on the
Borma situation). First hand observation of these new
develorments would be extremely valuable both froz the
point of view of working on these eatimates and of analysing
the situation on a contirming basis.
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¢. LHeporting from these areas, although varying from excellent
to fair quality, is not sufficiently ocomprehensive to
substitute for periodic, on-the-spot, and intensive inter-
views and cbservations. :

d. The foresesatle worklosd for the next two ar three months
in the Far East Staff appears to be managesble, even
consldering the change-over in the Staff Chief and an
eight week absence a staff member,

3. A sugpested itenerary is attached.

-
25X1A9%9a
-’
- ‘
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SUGCESTED ITINERARY

(Dates ars obviously approximate)

Iv. los Angeles 11 August
 Ar. Manila 1 August
Lv. Manils - 19 August
/

wr

Ar. Hong Kong | 19 Aug.

© (Maeau)

Lv. Hong Kong 2l Aug.
-
" Ar, Hanoi 2 Aug.

_ Saigon-Pnompenh ,

Lv. Saigon 1 Sept.
-

Ses: ) HcAu
_ Enbassy Parsonnel

m 25X1A
agsaysay (can be arranged)

Questions: RHuks
Philippine politics
Treaty with Chi. Nats.
Treaty with Japan
Pacific Pact =

See: N.A,
Consul Ceneral

IR 25X 1A

— 25X1X7

Questions: Chi. Com. Caps. and
intentions, S.B.A.
Hong Xong and Trade

Ghanxing B -ttitudes 25X1X7

toward Chi. Com, and
Chi. Nats.

Expected longevity for
Macau and Hong Kong

Sees M.A.'s

If possible, French and

Vietnamese officials)

Questions: All for 35/2
Soviet vs. Chi. Com,
aotivity and influence
*in Indochina \
UaSo progrm, m1lo, Qconn,
covert
Cambodia outlook
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Ar,
Lv.

AT,

Iy,

AT,
‘-f;Lv«

Djakarta
Djskarta

Siﬁapore-
RXuala Iumpur
Kuala Lumpur

Bangkok
lopburi
Bangkok

2 Septo
6 Sept.

7 Sept.
13 Sept.

A Sept.

20 Sept.

b -

See M.A.

B osxiA

(1f possible, Dutch Emb.
officials, Indonesian
otficialas

Questions: New Indonesian govt.
MSA, TCA, and attitudes
toward USA
Commlie activity and influ-
ence in insurrectioniry
activities
Probable Foreign Relations;

outlook for cont'd. neutralism

US programs

See: - MoAsta

Embassy officials
25X1A 1l -

25X1X7

I if possible
Native officials, if possible
Business & Plantation offs.

Questions: Outlook for Templer's progran
' Com. Caps. and intentions .
Anti-bandit campaign .
Rew political parties
Soviet activity and influence
Attitudes toward Com. China

Seet MoA.

25X1A !Eo and Sarit
officialse

Questions: Internal Thai scene
‘OQutlook for Thai orientation
im
Soviet influence and activities
Chi. Com. influence '

s 1f possible

US programs--mil., econ., coverd

Chi. Com. ceps. & intentions
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- Ar. Rangoon- _ 20 Sept. Sea: M.A.
Mandalay Embassy officials
Lv. Rangoon 27 Sept. 25X1X7 officials, if poss.
' Burmese officials, if poss.
Karen officials, if poss.

25X1A

Questions: Burma political scene
. Burma changing orilentation?
Karens K
KMt v
US programs--mil., scon.,’
covert '
- Chi. Com. = Soviet influence
and activities '
Outlook for Com. insurgents
and united front against
government
Chi, Com. Caps. & intentions
Influence of India

Ar. Washington 3 Oct.
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